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A Busy Summer 
Elementary Experience Fosters 
Creativity and Collaboration

To get students excited for the 
school year, the district once again 
hosted the Elementary Summer 
Experience Program, bringing 
students from Harbor and Manor 
schools together for learning and fun 
in August. 

About 350 students entering 
grades 1-5 took part in the program, 
which was funded by a federal 
grant and held at Seaford Manor 
Elementary School. Children could 
choose one weeklong session, and 
their daily centers included art, 
physical education, STEAM and 
social and emotional learning 
activities, as well as a snack.

Harbor Assistant Principal 
Caroline Stringer, who served as 
the program’s coordinator, said that 
daily activities in each station were 
based on a theme such as animals, 
fictional characters and a campfire. 
In the STEAM room on animal 
day, children used clothespins and 
wooden sticks to build shelters for 
small animal figures. All centers were 
led by Seaford elementary teachers 
and supported by aides.  

Students attended a daily social 

and emotional learning center, 
with activities that helped them 
to understand and regulate their 
feelings. They made projects such 
as party poppers to visualize their 
breathing, worry buddies to share 
their feelings with, and mood meter 
charts to identify their emotions. 

Construction Yields Wellness 
Center at Middle School

The Pupil Personnel Services 
suite was renovated at Seaford 
Middle School, providing a warm 
and inviting space for students. The 
revamped area includes offices for 
the school’s guidance counselors, 

psychologist and social worker, as 
well as a conference room.

One of the highlights of the 
new suite is a dedicated space for a 
student Wellness Center. A Wellness 
Center was created last year in the 
former conference room. 

“The new Middle School 
Wellness Center is a sensory-friendly 
space to take a break, destress and 
decompress,” said Assistant Principal 
Jennifer Bisulca. “It is equipped with 
flexible seating, dim lights, calming 
sounds and music, aromatherapy and 
a variety of tools to help students 
manage their feelings such as fidget 
toys and art supplies. Motivational 
words help promote positive 
thinking. The space is available 
throughout the school day to those 
in need who may be feeling stressed, 
overwhelmed or who may just need a 
break to calm down and reset.”

Security Enhancements 
Throughout District

The safety of Seaford’s students 
and staff remains paramount, and 
the district several took steps over 
the summer to further improve its 
security protocols. New interior doors 
were installed throughout the district 
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on classrooms and offices. The doors 
include safety hardware, so any door 
can be quickly locked in an emergency 
by pushing a button.

At Superintendent’s Conference Day 
in August, all administrators, teachers 
and staff took part in a situational 
awareness training, led by the district’s 
assigned Homeland Security Officer. A 
training was also held for high school 
students in early October.

The district has added more security 
officers to its staff, and now has more 
guards on duty at any given time, both 
in the buildings and on the grounds, 
than ever before. Seaford’s security staff 
is made up of retired law enforcement.

The RAVE app, which can report 
an emergency directly to the police 
department, is now on the phone of 
every administrator in the district.

Superintendent Dr. Adele Pecora 
said these enhancements are in 
addition to existing procedures, such 
as the visitor management system and 
requirement that all secondary students 
wear their ID badges. 

“The emphasis has been to increase 
and enhance our security features,” 
she said. “We’re all in this together. We 
want the buildings to feel safe, but we 
want them to still feel like welcoming 
schools.”

District Names Assistant 
Superintendents

Following the retirement of Deputy 
Superintendent John Striffolino in 
June, the district has reconfigured its 
central office for the 2022-2023 school 
year. Thomas Lynch, who joined 
the administrative team four years 
ago, has been named the Assistant 
Superintendent for Curriculum and 

Technology. Dr. Sheena Jacob joins 
Seaford as the Assistant Superintendent 
for Human Resources and 
Instructional Support.

Mr. Lynch previously served as the 
Executive Director for Instructional 
Technology and STEM, overseeing 
several initiatives, including the 
expansion of the Personal Digital 
Learning Initiative to provide 
laptops to all secondary students; the 
implementation of Project Lead the 
Way, a hands-on science and engineering 
initiative in grades K-7 and the creation 
of a dual Regents Earth Science and 
Advanced Placement Environmental 
Science course in grade 9.

Dr. Jacob joins the administrative 
team from the Glen Cove School 
District, where she was the 
Coordinator of Social Studies for 
four years. A K-12 civic education 
program that she helped establish 
received a national excellence award 
in 2022. Her responsibilities in 
Seaford include instructional support, 
oversight of professional development 
opportunities, spearheading new 
teacher orientation, recruitment and 
hiring, and personnel management. 

A Warm Welcome for New Teachers
More than two dozen new teachers 

received a thorough introduction to 

the Seaford School District during a 
two-day orientation program on Aug. 
24 and 25. The annual program for 
first-year staff began at Seaford Middle 
School and included a meet and greet 
with administrators and a bus tour 
of the district. New teachers learned 
about the district’s academic programs, 
teacher mentoring program and social 
and emotional learning initiatives. 
The district welcomes:
High School: Kristen Altieri, 
permanent substitute; Alexander 
Becker, special education; Tiyana 
Frank, chemistry; Sydney Gilbert, 
English; Marissa Greenberg, special 
education; Kaitlyn Kolb, physics; Erica 
Nagy Iuvara, special education; Lionel 
Roseval, earth science; Steven Roveto, 
math; Casey Shimborske, math; Brett 
Verini, social studies; Caitlyn Wigand, 
earth science.
Middle School: Cristina Kolitsopoulos 
and Lillian Spies, permanent 
substitutes; Mayra Meyers, Spanish; 
Carly Spadafora, social studies. 
Manor: Amanda Bertolotti, behavior 
analyst; Samantha Fischetto, ENL; 
Melissa Hanly, Michelle Seigneuray 
and Amanda Turturro permanent 
substitutes; Marissa Kunz, art.
Harbor: Stephanie Hovanec and 
Adrianna Laurendi, permanent 
substitutes.
Districtwide: Meghan Harrington, 
psychologist; Lauren Timoney, nurse.

An already energized crowd reached 
a new level when the Seaford Vikings 
homecoming football game ended 
with a double overtime win against the 
Malverne Mules on Oct. 15. The final 
score was 34-33 and sent the fans home 
elated on a day that was devoted to 
Seaford pride.

Homecoming festivities began 
with a parade up Washington 
Avenue, featuring students, faculty 
and staff from all four schools as 
well as Board of Education trustees, 
central administrators, local youth 
organizations and the Seaford Fire 
Department. The high school’s four 
classes showcased their decades-themed 
banners, from the 1950s to the 1980s.

This year’s parade grand marshal was 
John Striffolino, who retired in June 
after serving as an administrator in the 
district for 25 years, most recently as 
deputy superintendent. Mr. Striffolino 
was known for his regular attendance 
at Seaford sporting events and he 
was recognized during the halftime 
program.

A large crowd of students, staff, 

alumni, parents and community 
members gathered for the game, filling 
the bleachers and lining the fence 
on the home side. A performance by 
the dance team preceded the arrival 
of the varsity football squad, which 
was introduced as a Seaford fire truck 
launched a stream of green water off 
in the distance. A quartet of students 
sang the national anthem, and then 
the game was under way with Seaford 
putting the first points on the board 
with a touchdown.

Halftime began with a combined 
performance by the varsity, junior 
varsity and middle school cheerleaders, 
followed by the marching band show, 
“Seaford Worldwide.” The senior class 
was named the winner of the banner 
contest and the juniors claimed the 
most points for spirt week, which 
included themed dress-up days leading 
up to homecoming. 

Ryan Baldwin and Kailly Nocera 
were crowned king and queen, with 
Emily Bowles, Michael Lent, Karl 
Leudesdorff and Skyla Munro rounding 
out the homecoming court.
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A Busy Summer in Seaford
Homecoming featureS SEAFORD 
PRIDE and a VIKING VICTORY
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Sign Up for District Email Notifications
If you are a Seaford resident and would like 

district email notifications, please visit the following 
site and follow the directions to sign up:  
https://goo.gl/cPVv59. For assistance, please email 
Fred Kaden at fkaden@seaford.k12.ny.us.

News 

Notes 

Notice to Residents:
As a reminder to all 

community residents, dogs 
are not permitted on school 
properties. We appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter.

Follow us!
The Seaford School 

District is on Instagram  
@SeafordUFSD

&

collEgE Board Honors 
sEniors 

Two Seaford 
High School 
seniors were 
honored by 
the College 
Board for 
their academic 
success as part 
of its national recognition programs.

Ryan Baldwin received the National 
African American Recognition Award 
and Kaitlin Davis earned the National 
Hispanic Recognition Award. During 
their four years at Seaford High School, 
Ryan and Kaitlin have enrolled in 
numerous Advanced Placement and 
college-level classes, been involved 
in multiple clubs and taken part in 
community service projects. 

The honors are based on their 
performance on eligible College Board 
exams including the PSAT and Advanced 
Placement tests. To be considered for a 
Recognition Award, students must have a 
grade point average of 3.5 or higher, must 
identify as African American, Hispanic 
American, Indigenous or attend high 
school in a rural area or small town, and 

must have taken the PSAT 10, the PSAT/
NMSQT or at least two distinct AP 
exams before their junior year.

assistant PrinciPal Earns 
doctoratE 

Seaford Manor 
Elementary School 
Assistant Principal 
Mary-Ellen 
Kakalos earned her 
doctoral degree 
in instructional 
leadership from St. 
John’s University. 
She successfully defended her dissertation 
on the topic, “Teachers’ perceptions of 
virtual professional development through 
the lens of adult learning theory.” Dr. 
Kakalos recently began her seventh year 
as Manor’s Assistant Principal.

scHolar-atHlEtE scHool  
of distinction

Seaford High School was named a 
Scholar-Athlete School of Distinction for 
the 2021-2022 school year by the New 

York State Public High School Athletic 
Association. This honor is a tribute to 
the impressive academic performance by 
Seaford’s varsity athletes during the three 
sports seasons. 

Schools earn School of Distinction 
status by having 100% of their varsity 
teams receive the Scholar-Athlete team 
award during the respective seasons. To 
be a Scholar-Athlete team, the grade 
point average of 75% of the roster 
must be 90 or better. All Seaford teams 
reached this milestone in the fall 2021, 
winter 2022 and spring 2022 seasons. 

all-statE Musicians
Four Seaford High School students 

were named as either participants or 
alternates to performing ensembles at 
the 2022 New York State School Music 
Association festival. 

Samantha Ferrara, a soprano, was 
selected to the mixed chorus, and Kieran 
Calderaro was named to the vocal jazz 
ensemble for jazz bass voice. Altos 
Angelina LaVolpe and Raelyn Luft are 
alternates for the chorus. The music 
festival will be held from Dec. 1-4 in 
Rochester, New York. 


