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On September 9th, the doors 
opened at Seaford’s four schools and 
students stepped foot inside for the 
first time since mid-March. The 
District’s reopening plan prioritized 
the ability to provide in-person 
instruction while also maintaining 
stringent health and safety 
protocols to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Following guidance from 
the New York State Education 
Department, the New York State 
Department of Health and the 
CDC, a Reopening Task Force 
of Board of Education trustees, 
administrators, teachers, support 
staff and parents put together a 
comprehensive plan that addressed 
all areas of school operations from 
curriculum to food service to 
transportation.

“The District’s reopening plan 
is very strong in the fact that every 
subcommittee executed a very 
detailed and precise plan that makes 
it possible for the students to get 
the full experiences of whatever 
type of learning they prefer,” said 
Task Force parent member, Linda 
Rogdakis. “I believe every step 
has been taken to make sure all 
students who are in-person are in 

an environment that is safe for 
them to come to school and feel 
comfortable while learning.”

Students at the elementary 
and middle levels attend school 
full time. At the high school, 
students are grouped into 
two cohorts, alternating days 
between in-person instruction 
the first four periods of the 
day or the last five periods. 
From home, they live-stream 
into the classroom the other 
half of the day. Upon arrival 
each day, students, staff and 
visitors must show that they 
have completed an online health 
screening. 

As part of the reopening 
plan, teachers have enjoyed 
holding classes outside on 
nice days for instruction in 
multiple subject areas. 

“Working in tandem with 
the Seaford School District, as 
well as the Board of Education, 
the United Teachers of Seaford 
played an integral role in the 
reopening taskforce,” UTS 
President Matt Adler said. 
“Together we facilitated a cohesive 
plan which focused on the health 
and safety of both staff and students 
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“The successful reopening of school 

is a testament to the hard work of the 

entire Seaford community, who came 

together to make sure we could reopen 

our schools safely while also providing 

families with a highly effective virtual 

option. While the global pandemic has 

us facing unprecedented challenges, 

we are able to persevere and continue 

educating our students because we are 

Seaford Strong.”

-Dr. Adele V. Pecora, Superintendent

With Safety in Mind, 
In-Person Learning Resumes in Seaford



alike, while keeping as 
authentic a classroom setting 
as possible.”

THRILLED TO BE BACK
Although they only spend 

half a day in school each day, 
Seaford’s high school students 
are excited to be back with 
their friends and teachers. 

Sophomore Jared Saloman 
said his teachers do a good job 
of keeping everyone involved 
whether in school or at home, 
but he definitely prefers 
in-person learning. He said 
he understands the reasons 
for having fewer students in 
school at one time, as well as 
other protocols such as the 
mask requirement and desk 
barriers.

“Safety first over 
everything,” Jared said.

Maddie Kollar said she is 
glad to be in school for her 
senior year. 

“I’m really happy to be 
back because I like more 
face-to-face interaction with 
the teachers,” she said. “I’m 
really happy that even if it’s 
just for half the day, I get to 
be there for at least a little 
bit. Everyone is really trying 
their best, considering the 
circumstances.”

Seaford Middle School 
Principal, Dan Smith, and 
Assistant Principal, Dr. Lisa 
Dunn, said creating a plan 
was a lot of hard work but 
it was worth it to be able to 
welcome students back. At 
the middle school, students 
are assigned to a classroom for 
the day with only the teachers 
changing.

“We missed our students 
so much and it’s great to be 
back,” Mr. Smith said. “They 
have been so cooperative 
and understanding. We 
are making the best of a 
complicated situation.”  

REMOTE LEARNING 
AND TECHNOLOGY

All students have the 
option of full-time remote 
instruction, with 190 
choosing to learn virtually, 
less than 10% of District 
enrollment. At the elementary 
level, online classes consist 
of both Harbor and Manor 
students. At the secondary 
level, students follow their 
regular schedule and teachers 
livestream instruction. Middle 
and high school students use 
their laptops provided by the 
District.

“They go through the day 
just as if they are in school,” 

said Executive Director of 
Instruction Technology,  
Tom Lynch.

Director of Humanities, 
Dr. Charles Leone, 
who oversees the virtual 
elementary school, said there 
are six teachers dedicated 
to the remote classes who 
provide several periods of live 
instruction each day. Even 
in the virtual environment, 
teachers meet with students 
in small groups while their 
classmates complete other 
assignments. Art, music and 
physical education are also 
part of their schedules.

Kindergartners, first 
graders and second graders 
were provided with iPads, and 
those classes use the Seesaw 
learning platform along with 
Zoom videoconferences for 
live instruction. Students in 
grades 3-5 have laptops and 
use Microsoft Teams, where 
students can access their 
assignments and also have 
face-to-face interaction with 
their teachers and classmates.

Dr. Leone said that 
families were able to stop by 
their respective schools before 
the year began to pick up the 
same materials and supplies 
being used by in-person 
students.  

Mr. Lynch said that 
teachers have a wealth of 
digital resources at their 
disposal to create lessons 
that engage students whether 
at home or in school. He 
noted that many teachers use 
Flipgrid, in which students 
can make a video to share 
knowledge on a subject. For 
elementary students, the 
District purchased Raz-Kids 
which gives them access to 
thousands of e-books.

“The teachers are exploring 
how to make everything more 
interactive and engaging,”  
Mr. Lynch said. 

More than 30 parents 
at Harbor and Manor have 
also signed up as volunteer 
tech parents, who become 
knowledgeable on both the 
hardware and software so 
they can provide support to 
other families with remote 
learners.

“This year has presented 
our District with a huge 
challenge,” said John 
Striffolino, Assistant 
Superintendent for 
Curriculum, Instruction and 
Personnel, “and everyone has 
come prepared to take it on.”  
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CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION: CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION: 

Valedictorian Jason 
Linzer perhaps best 
summed up the unusual 
circumstances for the Class 
of 2020, which graduated 
during multiple ceremonies 
on the school’s front lawn 
on August 6th, almost six 
weeks after the initially 
scheduled date.

“If you’re a big fan of 
graduations, then great 
news, there’s four of them 
this year,” said Jason, who 
gave his speech at each one, 
and now is a freshman at 
Stony Brook University. 
Salutatorian, Matt 
Karounos, spoke at the first 
three and was on his way 
to the University of Notre 
Dame while his prerecorded 
speech played at the final 
ceremony.

Limits on gatherings 
meant a unique ending for 
Seaford’s 191 seniors. Instead 
of an indoor venue at a local 
college, commencement 
for the high school’s 63rd 
class was held on the high 
school’s grounds, with the 
gazebo serving as the focal 
point. Chairs were arranged 
under large tents, with each 
graduate sitting in front of 
his or her two guests, and 
the groups were spaced 6 
feet apart. 

Principal, Scott Bersin, 
said that the ceremony may 
have not been the one they 
envisioned when the year 
began, but it was “every bit 
as important, every bit as 
meaningful.” 

Superintendent, Dr. 
Adele Pecora, said her 
message to graduates was 
similar to advice she has 
given her own children. 
She imparted seven 
important life lessons: do 
the right thing, work to 
the best of your ability, be 
humble, think of a Plan 
B, be confident, own the 
reflection in the mirror and 
cherish family and friends. 
Dr. Pecora presented each 
graduate with a pocket card 
of those seven life lessons.    

The senior class 
presented its traditional 
gift in a nontraditional 
way. Instead of making a 
donation to the school, 
they contributed $3,000 
to coronavirus relief efforts 
through the CDC. Class 
President, Jessica Kofod, 
who announced the gift, 
said that this year’s graduates 
will go down as a group that 
persevered through tough 
circumstances.

After speeches and 
awards, the Class of 2020 
was called to the stage. 
Assistant principals, 
Jennifer Bisulca and Nicole 
Schnabel, announced each 
graduate along with his or 
her high school activities 
and future plans. Seniors 
received their diploma 
folders from Board of 
Education President, Bruce 
Kahn, and exchanged 
pandemic-appropriate elbow 
bumps with Dr. Pecora and 
Mr. Bersin.
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Sign Up for District Email Notifications
If you are a Seaford resident and would like 

district email notifications, please visit the following 
site and follow the directions to sign up:  
https://goo.gl/cPVv59. For assistance, please email 
Fred Kaden at fkaden@seaford.k12.ny.us.
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News 

Notes 

Notice to Residents:
As a reminder to all 

community residents, dogs 
are not permitted on school 
properties. We appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter.

Follow us!
The Seaford School 

District is on Instagram  
@SeafordUFSD

&

tEachEr of thE YEar

Shari Raduazzo received the Seaford 
High School Teacher of the Year award 
for the 2019-2020 school year, chosen 
from faculty members who have 
previously earned the distinction. She has 
been an English teacher since 1997, and 
last year taught 11th grade English, 12th 
grade social media and news literacy, 
and reading and writing to students in 
the Career Development Program. She 
has been co-advisor of Student Council 
for 20 years and last year was co-advisor 
to the Class of 2020. She also oversees 
the Pathways to Service program which 
promotes community service. 

all-StatE MuSician
Seaford High School senior Mary 

Pecoraro was named an All-State 
Musician by the New York State School 
Music Association. She is a baritone 
saxophone player in the school’s jazz, 
marching, pep and pit bands, and will 
participate in NYSSMA’s virtual music 
festival in December. 

hEad of thE claSS 
Julia Gambino is the valedictorian 

and Kaylee Sanderson is the salutatorian 
of Seaford High School’s Class of 
2021. Additionally, Julia was named a 
commended student in the National 
Merit Scholarship Program. 

Patriot award
Five graduates from the Seaford High 

School Class of 2020 were recognized 
for their service, commitment and 
character with the Patriot Award, 
presented by the Seaford 9/11 Memorial 
Committee. Erica Albert, Matt 
Karounos, Jessica Kofod, Logan Masters 
and Chris Surace were recognized 
during the August 6th graduation 
ceremonies. 
 

ScoPE awardS
Seaford’s four award recipients 

from SCOPE Education Services were 
honored at the October 21st Board 
of Education meeting. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the annual 
awards dinner was not held in March. 
Individuals recognized for their service:

Administrator Service Award: Scott 
Bersin, Seaford High School principal

Board Service Award: Natalie Pedisich, 
Board of Education trustee

Teacher Service Award: Wendy 
Maddalena, math teacher at Seaford 
High School (retired in June 2020)

Support Staff Service Award: Cathy 
McKenna, clerical worker at Seaford 
Middle School


