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for the ClAss of 2018
Seaford High School’s 61st 

annual commencement exercises 
on June 24 at Nassau Community 
College celebrated the future while 
invoking the past. It was a day of 
Seaford Pride as many generations of 
graduates came together to celebrate 
the Class of 2018. 

The 178 seniors, clad in their 
green and white caps and gowns, 
continued a decades-long tradition 
and posed for a group photo before 
the ceremony began. It will be added 
to the school’s main hallway which 
has pictures of every graduating class 
dating back to the 1950s. 

Student speakers included 
valedictorian Jordan Ament and 
salutatorian Annalore LaGrassa, 
who both reflected on their time in 
high school while giving their fellow 
graduates some words of wisdom 
to take with them into their future 
endeavors.  

Speakers also included a pair 
of Seaford High School graduates, 
Town of Hempstead Councilwoman 
Erin King Sweeney (Class of 1991) 
and State Senator John Brooks 

(Class of 1968). 

Principal Scott Bersin reflected 
on a “great year” at Seaford High 
School, which included a Long 
Island Championship for the 
varsity football team, a fabulous 
production of “The Wedding 
Singer” by the Drama Club and 
numerous individual accolades. He 
told graduates that the people in 
attendance – families, friends and 
teachers – have done so much for 
them, so the best way to thank them 
would be to “Pay it forward.”

Earlier in the year, motivational 
speaker Gian Paul Gonzalez visited 
the school with the message, “Be all 
in,” encouraging students to be the 
best they can be. He gave them all 
a chip to remember the message. 
To end the graduation ceremony, 
each graduate received a green chip, 
and Mr. Bersin encouraged them to 
write a short thank-you message on 
it and give it to someone who has 
made a positive impact in their lives. 

The senior class gift was a $250 
scholarship for a member of the 
Class of 2019 who best exhibits 
Seaford Pride. The ceremony, and 
the Class of 2018’s time within 
Seaford, concluded with green and 
white caps tossed into the air. 

A Day of Pride 



After attending elementary 
school together, then taking 
many of the same college-level 
courses in high school, Jordan 
Ament and Annalore LaGrassa 
finished as the top two graduates 
of Seaford High School’s Class of 
2018.

With a grade point average 
of 103.99, Jordan was the 
valedictorian. Anna, the salu-
tatorian, followed close behind 
with a GPA of 101.08. The two 
had the honor of addressing 
their classmates at the June 24 
graduation, choosing to share 
inspirational words about their 
generation’s ability to make 
positive differences in the world. 

Jordan will attend North-
eastern University and although 
he is entering undecided, he is 
considering majors in business 
or political science. He said 
that whichever field he decides 
to pursue, being in Boston will 
provide him opportunities to get 
hands-on experience. 

Annalore is heading to 
Fordham University in New 
York City in the fall. While also 
undecided, she is thinking about 
a major or minor in film and 
television. 

The graduates made the most 
of their high school experiences 
through challenging academic 
courses and extracurricular 
activities. They each took 10 
Advanced Placement courses 
which helped prepare them for 
the rigors of college. Jordan 
played clarinet in the band, was 
a member of the National Honor 
Society and treasurer of the World 
Culture Club. Annalore was 
president of Mathletes, played 
baritone horn in the band, and 
was a member of Best Buddies, 
the Color Guard, National Honor 

Society and Key Club. They were 
also both freshman mentors.

“I’ve always had drive and 
determination,” Annalore said. 
“Whatever I’m involved with, I 
always try to do my best.”

Added Jordan, “The 
experiences and opportunities at 
Seaford High School definitely 
prepared us for college and life 
after that.”

Outside of school, Jordan 
works at the Seaford Public 
Library and Annalore is a religion 
teacher assistant at St. William the 
Abbot School. They have both 
volunteered at a soup kitchen in 
Hempstead. 

Suzanne Cosenza, Annalore’s 
guidance counselor, said the 
salutatorian is a hardworking and 
motivated student, but is also very 
modest. She described Annalore’s 
good character and strong values.

“She does the right thing 
when no one is watching, and she 
does it just because that’s who she 
is,” Ms. Cosenza said. 

Jordan’s guidance counselor, 
Joanna Cavallo, said he is a very 
conscientious student who is 
passionate about his future. “He 
has remarkable drive,” she said, 
“and he truly challenged himself 
in the classroom.”

The Seaford School 
District celebrated the 
accomplishments of its 
fifth and eighth grade 
students at its Moving 
Up ceremonies.

Seaford Manor Elementary School students shared 
their fondest memories from the past six years on June 12. 
Principal Debra Emmerich praised a “truly exceptional 
group of students” for all they have achieved during their six 
years of elementary school. She told the soon-to-be middle 
schoolers some rules to live by: be kind and respectful, treat 
people the way you would like to be treated, dream big, be 
a leader and believe in yourself. 

Seaford Harbor Elementary School’s Moving Up 
ceremony followed on June 13. Principal Tom Burke talked 
to the students about some of the differences between 
elementary school and middle school. He gifted each 
student with a small mirror – certified for locker use in the 
middle school. 

“Only you can take a look at the person in the reflection 
and remember exactly who you are and where you are about 
to go,” he said.

The Middle School Moving Up ceremony on June 21 
featured congratulatory remarks from Principal Dan Smith 
and a reflection from Student Council President Julian 
Pollina. Several awards were presented for academics, 
character, leadership, service and perfect attendance. 
Diplomas were presented by Board of Education President 
Bruce Kahn to the Seaford High School Class of 2022.

of their ClAss

mArk the next step

Moving Up 
Ceremonies 

At the top 



Patriot Award Winners
Seaford High School graduating 

seniors Melanie Cascio, Andrew 
Chirico, Anthony Cuchel, Tiffany Lin 
and Jillian Padavan were recipients of 
Patriot Award scholarships presented 
by the Seaford 9/11 Memorial 
Committee. The awards are presented 
to students who exemplify the 
characteristics of service, character 
and commitment. 

Athletic Commitments 
Eleven student-athletes promise to 

continue their athletic pursuits at the 
next level, as they made their college 
commitments during a national letter 
of intent signing ceremony. They were 
joined by administrators, coaches, 
guidance counselors and family 
members for the milestone moment. 

The athletes are Anthony Cuchel 
(track and field, SUNY Delhi); Scott 
Glazer (lacrosse, University of Tampa); 
Luke Kasulke and Ryan Pearse (soccer, 
LIU Post); Garrett Mancuso (lacrosse, 
Hartwick College); Jackie Nieman 
(softball, Farmingdale State College); 
Maddie O’Hagan (basketball, Utica 
College); Jenna and Julia Siler 
(basketball, SUNY Cortland); and 
Tyler Volpi and Brian Winter (lacrosse, 
Nassau Community College).  

Achilles Kids  
Students from the UP classes at 

Seaford Manor Elementary School 

and CDP classes at Seaford Middle 
School participated in Achilles Kids, a 
walking, running and rolling program 
that encourages regular exercise.

Over the course of the year, the 
middle school students completed a 
full 26.2-mile marathon by running 
or walking during physical education 
classes. Their goal was one mile each 
time. For their cumulative efforts, 
every child was presented with a new 
pair of sneakers. 

The elementary school students 
completed a half-marathon by 
walking around the gymnasium, the 
hallways of the school and the high 
school track throughout the school 
year. During a recent ceremony at the 
Manor School, students from both 
schools were recognized by physical 
education teachers Ken Botti and 
Dianne Dunn, and presented with 
certificates and medals.

National Recognition for Artist
Senior Taylor Stone received a silver 

medal award in the 2018 Scholastic 
Art & Writing national contest. 
Taylor received two Silver Key awards 
at the regional level to advance to the 
national competition, where her work 
was again recognized. Her award-
winning artwork was an editorial 

cartoon that she created in the Comic 
and Cartoon Illustration class with 
teacher Michael Kerr. The project 
was drawn and inked on illustration 
board and follows the style of famous 
political cartoonist Herb Block.

Young Scientists Earn Honors
Three students from Seaford 

Middle School placed at the 20th 
annual Nassau Community College 
Science Fair. Myles Schnaier came 
in second place in the seventh-grade 
competition for his project, “An 
‘Egg’cellent Experiment.” Stephen 
Karounos and Connor Lochner 
finished in third place for their 
experiment, “What Can Help a Plant 
to Thrive or Die?” 

Concert Band Good as Gold
The Seaford High School concert 

band received a gold rating from 
the New York State School Music 
Association at the 2018 Majors 
Festival at Hofstra University. This 
is the first time that the band has 
received the top designation. A gold 
rating is awarded to a band that 
demonstrates an outstanding level 
of technical and artistic skill in the 
different evaluation categories. The 
group, under the direction of band 
directors Christopher Coniglio 
and Anthony Romeo, played three 
selections for the judges. 
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Marie Donnelly is the new Assistant Superintendent for Business and 
Operations. She was previously the School Business Official in the Island 
Park School District, and also has worked in the East Meadow, Levittown 
and Plainedge districts. Ms. Donnelly holds degrees in School Business 
Administration and School District Administration from LIU Post.

Mary Catherine Culella-Sun joins Seaford as the Director of Pupil Personnel Services, 
in which she will oversee special education staff, guidance counselors, psychologists, 
social workers and nurses. She comes from the Island Trees School District where she 
was Assistant Director of Special Education. Prior to that, she was a special education 
teacher in Valley Stream District 13 and in the New York City School District. 

Russell Costa is the new Director of Facilities, a position he previously held for five 
years in Valley Stream District 30. He has also worked in the Hicksville, Mineola and 
New York City school districts. Mr. Costa will supervise all facilities staff, ensure the 
upkeep of the buildings and grounds, and coordinate with all contractors performing 
work in the district. 

Thomas Lynch takes on the newly created position of Executive Director For 
Instructional Technology and STEM. He has 26 years of experience in education, 
including 14 in administration, and most recently was Chairman of Science, Engineering 
and Technology in the Roslyn School District. Mr. Lynch will work with administrators 
and teachers on the implementation of the Personal Digital Learning Initiative, which 
provides students with their own laptops. He will also oversee STEM programs from 
kindergarten through 12th grade.  
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