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Good-Hearted Grads 
are ready to Jump

As Seaford High School 
graduates prepare to start new 
lives in college, careers and the 
military, they shouldn’t just exist. 
They should live, explained first-
year Principal Nicole Schnabel, 
and that means sometimes taking 
chances. 

Ms. Schnabel said her 
opportunity to be with the 172 
graduates in the Class of 2022 is 
because five years ago she jumped, 
going from a teacher in another 
district to assistant principal 
of Seaford High School. Last 
summer, she jumped again, in 
becoming principal. Her words 
of wisdom, inspired from a Steve 
Harvey motivational speech, 
encouraged Seaford’s newest 

alumni to identify their gifts and 
then jump.

“There are students in this 
audience who have already 
jumped in some ways,” Ms. 
Schnabel said. “They have 
experienced challenges and 
roadblocks and have had every 
reason to not be successful, but 
they saw the promise, not the 
potential to fall if they jumped, 
and they are here.”

Valedictorian Jack Pidherney 
explained that all of the 
graduates were sitting in 
the John Cranford Adams 
Playhouse at Hofstra University 
on June 25th because they 
made a choice – a choice to 
stay in school, excel in their 
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classes and sometimes even suffer 
through the pain. Jack spoke about 
having an active mentality, which 
means embracing adversity but 
also embracing satisfaction by 
overcoming those struggles. 

Rayann Ramoutar, the 
salutatorian, spoke about chasing 
perfection. While it exists in 
thought, it is hard to actually attain 
because of all the obstacles the world 
creates. 

“We have to accept ourselves and 
our lives the way they are: perfectly 
imperfect,” she said, telling her 
fellow graduates to find beauty in 
chaos, become more accepting of 
themselves and the world and think 
more positively to lead a fulfilling 
life.

Superintendent Dr. Adele 
Pecora noted that graduation is 
the culmination of 13 years of 
education, and this year’s class has 
had many great achievements and 
successes. But more important than 
being great, she said, is being good. 
Dr. Pecora explained that the Class 
of 2022 is filled with genuinely good 
people, who have collectively done 
almost 3,400 hours of community 
service during their time in high 
school. The class includes 33 
students who earned the Pathways 
to Service Seal for completing at 

least 50 hours of volunteer work. As 
they enter the world, Dr. Pecora told 
them to live life with “Seaford Pride 
and Viking Goodness.”

Guest speakers State Sen. 
John Brooks, Nassau County 
Legislator Steve Rhoads and 
Town of Hempstead Councilman 
Christopher Carini all told the 
graduates how lucky they are to 
have grown up and attended school 
in Seaford, a supportive and caring 
community.

Senior class officers Ava Federico, 
Anthony Munro, Jack Pidherney, 
and AnnaRose Romanelli presented 
the class gift of various spirit 
items for the high school campus. 
Recognitions included the PTSA 
Academic Award, Patriot Awards, 
SASA Student Leadership Award, 
Student Council Award and United 
Teachers of Seaford Scholarship. Ms. 
Schnabel presented retiring Deputy 
Superintendent John Striffolino 
with an honorary diploma for his 25 
years of service as an administrator 
in the district.

For the presentation of diplomas, 
assistant principals Dr. Raphael 
Morey, Anthony Murray and 
Jennifer Bisulca announced each of 
the graduates along with their future 
plans and high school activities. 
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Seaford High School’s valedictorian 
Jack Pidherney and salutatorian Rayann 
Ramoutar have a lot in common – 
good grades, involvement in numerous 
extracurricular activities and a strong 
sense of pride in their hometown. Also 
in common? They both will be attending 
the same college next year. 

Jack and Rayann are Pittsburgh-
bound, as the top graduates of the Class 
of 2022 will be continuing their studies 
about 400 miles away at Carnegie Mellon 
University. A combination of academics, 
campus life and prospective internships 
were appealing to them. 

“It’s a whole new city, a whole new life 
for me to immerse myself in,” said Jack, 
who has been invited into the Tartan 
Scholars Program for incoming freshman 
to build relationships with faculty, staff 
and fellow students while learning about 
the vast array of offerings.  

Rayann selected Carnegie Mellon 
because it has one of the top-ranked 
engineering programs in the country. 
She plans to pursue a dual major in 
engineering and public policy, with a 
minor in French, in addition to joining 
the orchestra. After earning her bachelor’s 
degree, her goal is to earn a master’s 
degree in business. She also hopes to take 
advantage of research opportunities. 

Jack plans to major in mathematical 
sciences with a minor in computer science. 
He also hopes to join the math club and 
track team, which are reflective of passions 
he discovered in high school. Over the 
last four years, Jack’s interest in math has 
continually grown, and his involvement 
in Mathletes stands out as one of his 
fondest memories because he got to apply 
the knowledge from his classes. He has 
earned the Mathletes high score award for 
four years, and was also named a National 
Merit Commended Student.

When it was time for a mental break 
from the academic rigors, Jack turned 
to track and field. He was a three-season 
athlete, running for the cross-country 

team in the fall as well as the 
winter and spring track teams. 
He qualified for the county 
meet every year, although 
injuries and the pandemic 
limited participation to just 
his senior year, and he was 
a division champion in the 
200-meter race. Sports, Jack 
added, gets the body engaged 
just like his classes get his 
mind engaged. 

“I love to run,” he said. “I 
like the feeling you get when 
you run, when you win and 
when you win as a team.”

Rayann has also found 
several areas of interest 
over the last four years, 
most notably music and 
science. Her first experience 
at Seaford High School 
was before her first day of 
school. It was during the summer 
marching band in advance of 
her freshman year, when she and 
fellow musicians planned for the 
field show that is performed at 
football game halftime shows and 
the Newsday Marching Band 
Festival.

She also performed in the 
annual musical production, and had a 
leading role in this year’s production 
of “The Addams Family” when she 
portrayed matriarch Morticia Addams.

“It opened up my creative side a bit 
more,” she said. “Speaking and singing 
in front of people has helped me become 
more confident.”

As a student in the science research 
program, Rayann has honed her problem-
solving skills. In high school, she worked 
on projects on temperature and flowering 
in New York State, and entered her work 
into the Long Island Science Congress, 
Long Island Science and Engineering 
Fair, New York Science and Engineering 
Fair and South Asian American Women’s 

Alliance science competition. She received 
an honors award from Long Island 
Science Congress. 

 Jack and Rayann are among the first 
group of Seaford High School graduates 
to earn the Seal of Biliteracy for their 
mastery of two languages – English 
and French. They each completed a 
research project. Jack compared diabetic 
technology in the United States and 
France, and Rayann looked at the effects 
of augmented reality on French culture, 
industry, medicine and the military.

Their most inspirational teachers in 
high school include Kevin O’Reilly for 
math and Ina Ionescu for French. Jack 
also cited social studies teacher Thomas 
Fioriglio.
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Next year will begin a new chapter 
for a few hundred Seaford students 
as they head off to middle school and 
high school in September. Moving-
up ceremonies were held in June 
to recognize the district’s fifth and 
eighth graders. 

After six years of elementary 
school, Seaford Manor honored its 
graduates on June 14 in the high 
school auditorium, followed by 
a ceremony for Seaford Harbor’s 
departing class on June 16. The 
students will soon come together 
as one group for the first time, as 
they work their way to high school 
diplomas in 2029.

Manor Principal Debra Emmerich 
noted that the students have had 
both wonderful and challenging 
times since they entered kindergarten. 
Instead of sharing her words of 
wisdom, she invited students to share 
their answers to different questions 
about their Manor experience, such 
as their proudest accomplishments, 
favorite memories, biggest challenges, 
most important lessons learned and 
suggestions to make the school even 
better. 

Dominick Angerhauser was proud 
to be acknowledged for outstanding 
character. Kayla Wills said her 
favorite memory was learning 
about the Mood Meter as a social 
and emotional learning tool. Not 
surprisingly, students cited remote 
learning at the end of the third grade 
as one of the biggest challenges. 

The fifth grade class at 
Harbor was particularly special to 
Principal Tom Burke. They were 

kindergartners the year he became 
the school’s leader. 

“I was probably just as nervous 
as all of you were that first day of 
school,” he said, looking back to 
September 2016. “It means a lot to 
see you now as fifth graders and see 
all the accomplishments you have 
achieved.” 

Citing one of his favorite baseball 
movies, “The Sandlot,” Mr. Burke 
reminded students that “heroes get 
remembered; legends never die.” In 
a few short years, they’ll be Seaford’s 
senior class and will be legends to 
future Harbor students. 

 Seaford Middle School’s eighth 
grade class was recognized at a June 
23 moving-up ceremony. The eighth 
grade chorus performed the alma 
mater and numerous awards were 
presented for academics, character, 
leadership and service. The eighth 
grade address was given by 
Matthew Kind, Student Council 
President, and recipient of the 
Student of the Year award.

Principal Dan Smith noted 
that they started middle school 
normally in sixth grade before 
the world changed, came back to 
school “not the way it used to be” 
in seventh grade and finally had 
some sense of normalcy this year.

“You could have given up, 
acted out or grown apathetic, but, 
instead, you rose above,” he said. 
“You gave your teachers and me a 
sense that all would be OK. You 
found new and creative ways of 
learning, having fun, smiling and 
caring.”
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