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Graduates Celebrate
Their Seaford Pride

The 64th graduating class of Seaford
High School had a senior year like no
other, but students shared the same
enthusiastic spirit as the classes that came
before them. The 181 members of the
Class of 2021 were recognized for their
accomplishments over the past 13 years
during an evening ceremony at the LIU
Post Tilles Center for the Performing
Arts on June 26.
Principal Scott Bersin told graduates
how lucky they were to grow up in
Seaford, where people are welcomed into
the family with open arms.
“I think the greatest thing about
Seaford is its inclusivity,” he said. “It is a
part of Seaford Pride to make everyone
feel like they belong.”
Valedictorian Julia Gambino
also spoke fondly of the tight-knit
community that she and her classmates

proudly call their hometown. Everyone
knows each other by name, she
explained, and everyone makes an impact
on each other, whether big or small.
“Seaford is how we got to where
we are today, and as we all close this
chapter and embark on this new journey
of our adult lives, I encourage us all to
remember the importance of the people
who are a part of our lives, and the
impact that we can have on them,” she
said. “Seaford is our home. It’s where
we’re from, who we love and, most
importantly, who we are.”
Salutatorian Kaylee Sanderson
said that high school, particularly the
last two years, taught her to “expect
the unexpected.” When faced with
adversity, the Class of 2021 rose to the
occasion, she said, and demonstrated its
adaptability and resilience.
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“Despite the ups and downs,”
Kaylee said to her fellow graduates,
“I’m grateful to have shared this
chapter of life with all of you, and
I’m proud of how much we have
accomplished and overcome together.”
Superintendent Dr. Adele Pecora
noted that the graduates experienced
anything but a typical senior year
with a hybrid learning model through
mid-April. She said that fortunately
school began to look a little more
normal the last few months with
seniors participating in celebratory
events, such as prom. The biggest
wish, a single, in-person graduation
ceremony, also became a reality.
“It feels wonderful to be here, to
be honoring all of the graduates,”
she said. “Making today happen was
certainly a group effort.”
Students also heard congratulatory
remarks from State Sen. John Brooks,
Nassau County Legislator Steve
Rhoads and Town of Hempstead
Council Member Christopher Carini.
Senior class officers presented
their class gift, a donation of more
than $1,000 to purchase artwork to
beautify the high school. Dr. Pecora
acknowledged students who, upon
graduating, will join the military.
The ceremony also featured a
photo slideshow of seniors and the
presentation of several awards.
Craig Ackerman, Anna Butler,

Giana Cesario, Sarah Keane and
Kathleen Tuohy were the recipients of
the Patriot Award. It was presented to
Seaford graduates for the 20th time
by the 9/11 Memorial Committee.
As valedictorian and salutatorian,
Julia and Kaylee received the Seaford
Middle School/High School PTSA
award. Madeline Kollar was presented
with the SASA Student Leadership
Award, while Mary Branche and
Marissa McCandless were honored
with the United Teachers of Seaford
Scholarship. The Anthony Varuolo
Student Council Award went to Sarah
Keane.
Board of Education President
Bruce Kahn, along with Dr. Pecora
and Mr. Bersin, handed out
diplomas, as names, future
plans and high school activities
were read aloud by assistant
principals, Jennifer Bisulca and
Nicole Schnabel.
The ceremony ended with
the presentation of two honorary
diplomas. Assistant Superintendent
for Curriculum, Instruction and
Personnel John Striffolino presented
one to Mr. Bersin, who served Seaford
for 12 years, including nine as high
school principal, and recently took an
assistant superintendent position in a
nearby district. Mr. Bersin presented
a diploma to retiring principal’s
secretary Karen Hughes.

Friends and Study Partners
Graduate at the Head of the Class

Seaford High School’s valedictorian
and salutatorian will be heading to two
of the nation’s most prestigious colleges
after highly successful academic careers in
their hometown. Julia Gambino, the topranked graduate in the Class of 2021, will
attend Duke University in the fall while
salutatorian Kaylee Sanderson will soon
be heading to Boston University.
Julia plans to major in biology on
a pre-medicine track. She is looking
forward to taking seminar-style classes,
which feature discussion on specific
topics in small-group settings. The focus
for her first seminar classes will be global
health. She added that she chose Duke
because it’s “not too big and not too
small,” has a strong academic program,
a good social atmosphere and an
abundance of research opportunities.
At Duke, she hopes to get involved in
extracurricular activities including STEM
and research-based clubs. There is also an
adopt-a-grandparent program she wants
to be involved with that would connect
her with senior citizens in the Durham
area.
Kaylee recalls being on a trip to
Boston with her family when she
“stumbled upon” the university. After
learning more about the school and its
wealth of academic offerings, she knew
Boston University is where she wanted
to spend the next four years. Kaylee will
major in global business and will enroll
in the Honors Program, which has an
interdisciplinary focus. She also plans
to minor in Spanish and hopes to take

advantage of study abroad opportunities
to spend a semester in a Spanish-speaking
country.
Once she arrives at school, Kaylee
wants to attend the Splash club fair to
explore extracurricular options and find
clubs that are right for her.
Julia and Kaylee both want to
be involved students on campus, a
continuation of their active student lives
at Seaford High School. They were both
members of the National Honor Society,
Key Club and yearbook. Through the
honor society, they helped others as peer
tutors, a program that was virtual this
past year.
They also took some of the
most challenging courses that
the school had to offer, from
calculus to Advanced Placement
Seminar and Research. Julia and
Kaylee were involved in the science
research program. As sophomores,
they worked together on a research
project about the antibacterial
abilities of seaweed in South Shore
water bodies. This year they partnered
up again for a virtual internship with
a professor at Arizona State University,
creating risk assessment models to study
preventative measures that could be used
to prevent disease.
“It’s a very collaborative
environment,” Julia said of Seaford
High School, “and we’re both excited to
experience that again in college.”
Julia and Kaylee met when they were
in preschool. They diverged for a few
years as Julia attended Manor Elementary
School and Kaylee was completing her
early education at Harbor. They reunited
in middle school, becoming close friends,
taking many of the same classes and
navigating the COVID-19 pandemic
together. For much of senior year, they
weren’t in school at the same time due
to the hybrid schedule and their last
names falling in different halves of the
alphabet. But they still found plenty of

ways to stay connected.
One aspect about Seaford High
School that Julia and Kaylee most
appreciated was having dedicated and
supportive teachers, who really got
to know their students. Julia said Mr.
O’Reilly, her math teacher three times,
and Ms. Cintorino, her AP Research
teacher, really stood out for her. Kaylee
cited Mr. O’Reilly and Spanish teacher
Mr. Maloney as her most inspiring.
“I’m definitely grateful for the teachers
I’ve had,” Kaylee said, “being able to
form relationships and being able to
learn in a collaborative and nurturing
environment.”
Julia and Kaylee leave Seaford
prepared for college, with many skills
they say will help them in the years to
come. Most importantly, their 13 years in
the school district have left them with a
lifelong love of learning.
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Flexibility and Resiliency Define Fifth and Eighth Grade Classes
Many milestones were reached in
the Seaford School District in late
June, with fifth graders at Harbor
and Manor schools wrapping up
their elementary careers and eighth
graders from Seaford Middle School
getting promoted to high school.
At moving-up ceremonies,
students were celebrated for their
accomplishments at moving-up
ceremonies, as well as for their
ability to adapt to multiple changes
in the learning environment during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Manor
Principal Debra Emmerich told
her fifth grade graduates that they
probably never believed that they
would have spent the last three
and a half months of fourth grade
learning at home, in front of a
computer. But that was their reality
and they persevered.
“Then this year in fifth grade, we
still weren’t exactly sure what the
year would look like, but we were
happy to hear that we would be
back in our Manor home full time,”
she said. “During these challenging
times, we learned a lot from you.
You taught us how to improvise,
adapt and overcome.”
Harbor Principal Thomas Burke
spoke about one of the 16 Habits
of Mind he felt that students could
really relate to this year – thinking
flexibly. He told the soon-to-be
middle school students that it is

important to think flexibly about
failure so they can learn from
it, and even cited a few
celebrities who faced
rejection only to achieve
great success because of
their determination.
For his annual gift to the
fifth grade class, Mr. Burke
stuck to his tradition. Every
student received a mirror.
“It’s the best gift because it
reminds you of who you are,”
he said. “It helps you remember
to think flexibly and stay true to
yourself.”
Seaford Middle School Principal
Daniel Smith invoked the school’s
motto, “Exploration, Discovery and
Growth,” as he addressed the eighth
grade class.
“With these three tenets in mind,
you have developed physically,
mentally, socially and emotionally,”
Mr. Smith said, adding that they
leave as young adults ready for high
school and beyond.
He noted that he and Assistant
Principal Dr. Lisa Dunn were
extremely impressed by their
ability to “survive and thrive” in
the most unique and challenging
of situations. The students, he said,
showed an inspiring resolve and
resiliency, and reminded the adults
that there can be happiness
in everything.

