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With talented StudentS, dedicated teacherS

Music Program Shines
Music is an essential part of the 

curriculum in Seaford, from elementary 
school where the foundation is built, to 
high school where student-musicians can 
join numerous vocal and instrumental 
ensembles.

Beginning in kindergarten, general 
music classes are part of the weekly 
specials, where students learn about 
concepts such as beat, pitch, rhythm, 
speed and volume. They get to put 
this into practice when percussion 
instruments are introduced, participating 
in drum circles and small ensemble 
performances to understand how 
different sounds fit together to make a 
song. 

Seaford Manor Elementary School 
music teacher Richard Adams is a self-
described “noise expert” and feels the 
best way for students to learn music is to 
experience it firsthand.

“In the business of classroom music, 
students love to make noise,” he said. 
“As a music educator, it’s my job to shape 
bad noise into good noise. This year, 
being back in my classroom allows the 
students to show their true loudness, and 
I can shape and sculpt their noise into 
music without the guilt of causing any 
distractions to neighboring classes.” 

In fourth grade, students have the 
option of joining the band and chorus, 
and showcase their talents at biannual 
concerts. Choral students make their 
performance debut in the winter, 
while band students first play 
for a live audience at the end of 
fourth grade after a full year of 
instruction. 

Seaford Harbor Elementary 
School band teacher Charlotte 
Loake said she leads her 
musicians in small-group lessons 
during the day, based on their 
instruments, as well as rehearsals 
for the full concert band before 
school. She said one of the fundamentals 
she teaches her students is how to play 
together within their sections and as a full 
ensemble. 

“It’s all about the enjoyment and 
working together to create music,” Ms. 
Loake said, adding that her biggest 
thrill as a music teacher is hearing 
the excitement from students after a 
successful performance. 

In sixth grade, students take music 
literacy as part of their wheel classes. 
Teacher Nick Coacci, himself a product 
of the Seaford music program, said the 
10-week course focuses on knowledge of 

different concepts, such as bass clef, staff 
and treble. It culminates with a music 
composition project in which students 
create original pieces. 

Students can continue on with band 
and chorus through middle school 
and high school, where there are full 
concert groups and smaller ensembles. 
Seaford’s musicians contribute to the 
school community in many ways, such 
as singing patriotic tunes at the annual 
Sept. 11 candlelight memorial service, 
performing at halftime at home football 
games, marching in local parades and 



joining the pit orchestra for the annual 
musical.

Many students also belong to outside 
groups, including the Metropolitan Youth 
Orchestra and the Seaford Community Band, 
which is open to students and adults, with 
performances in the high school auditorium.

“The program is set up so any student 
is able to participate in any of the groups,” 
said Dr. Anthony Romeo, a band teacher 
at the high school and lead music teacher 
in the district. “We emphasize community 
involvement so Seaford residents can enjoy 
the musical talents of our students.”

Musicals Are Back and  
Crowds Are Delighted

Live theater returned in the district, with 
musical performances at both Seaford High 
School and Seaford Middle School.

The high school drama club presented 
“The Addams Family,” with an open dress 
rehearsal on March 3, followed by three full 
shows on March 4-5. The show had a cast of 
34 student-actors including senior Rayann 
Ramoutar as Morticia Addams, sophomore 
Erin Ortiz as Gomez Addams, senior 
Madison Elias as Grandma, junior Raelyn 
Luft as Wednesday and sophomore Kieran 
Calderaro as Mal. 

The two-act show, directed by Samantha 
Gates-Weber, featured musical numbers 

such as “Full Disclosure,” “One 
Normal Night” and “When You’re 

an Addams.” It was the first 
live show since 2020, after last 
year’s production of “Shrek” was 
livestreamed. 

In April, the Seaford Middle 
School drama club put on its 
first musical since 2019, with two 

performances of “Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang.” Evening shows on April 1 and 2 

featured a cast of 32. Lead actors included 
Brandon Bombardier as Caractacus Potts, 
Kathryn Malone as Jemima Potts, Harrison 
Feitzinger as Jeremy Potts, Madison Spinella 

as Truly Scrumptious, Roran Cassidy as 
Grandpa and Lord Scrumptious, and Zachary 
Dyckman and Olivia Ferrara as Baron and 
Baroness Bomburst.

Musical numbers included “Bombie 
Samba,” “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,” “Me Ol’ 
Bam-Boo” and “Toot Sweets.” The show was 
directed by Barbara Sherwin.

Marching Band Returns to Famous Parade
The New York City St. Patrick’s Day 

parade returned for the first time since 2019 
and it featured plenty of representation from 

Long Island, including the Seaford High 
School marching band. About 70 musicians 
traveled into the city in their crisp white, 
green and gold uniforms on March 17 to 
proudly represent their hometown.  

The Seaford band has participated in the 
parade for decades. Students played “Crazy 
Train,” “Galway Piper,” “Land of Make-
Believe” and Armed Forces anthems as part 
of their set as they marched 35 blocks along 
Fifth Avenue. They were under the direction 
of band teachers Dr. Anthony Romeo and 
Mr. Christopher Coniglio. 
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With years of experience in 
the music program, Seaford 
High School’s student-musicians 
are extremely appreciative of 
the tutelage they have received 
to improve themselves as 
instrumentalists and vocalists. 

Senior Angela Dean became 
the district’s first All-National 
Musician. Her selection earlier 
this year to the National 
Association for Music Education’s 
honor ensemble not only was 
a history-making moment for 
Seaford, but it validated her 
years of hard work since she 
began playing the trombone in 
fourth grade at Seaford Harbor 
Elementary School.

Angela said that one aspect of 
the music program she enjoys is 
that students can decide their level 
of commitment to the program, 
whether it is being a member 
of the concert band or chorus, 
or joining any of the specialized 
ensembles, including the chorale, 
jazz band, field show, marching 
band, pep band, pit orchestra 
and treble choir. There is room 
to explore both music and other 
interests, she explained. 

Junior Karl Leudesdorff plays 
football, but he was able to join 
his fellow field show 
musicians to delight 
the crowd with the 
1980s rock-themed 
halftime performance 
at all home games. The 
band prepares for the 
show every summer 
with a weeklong camp 
in which students 
learn the music and 
choreography.

“It opened up a lot more 
opportunities for me as a 
trombonist,” Karl said of his 
participation in the field show 
group, which plays at four 
football games a year, as well as 
any home playoff games and the 
annual Newsday Marching Band 
Festival. 

Junior Kaitlyn Ludden found 
her place in Seaford’s chorus, first 
joining when she was a fourth 
grader at Manor.

“I’ve always loved singing,” she 
said. “Music is a way to express 
myself. We are a music family in 
Seaford and everyone is there to 
support you.”

Sophomore Troy Tyznar joined 
the chorus a little later than some 
of his peers, as an eighth grader, 
but was quickly welcomed into 
that music family. He credits 
his high school chorus teacher, 
Yvonne Bendzlowicz, by helping 
him grow as a singer in giving 
him more challenging harmonies. 

Kaitlyn added that her music 
teachers have given her the poise 
needed to perform, not just in 
front of parents at concerts, but in 
front of her fellow students. 

“I have a whole new level of 
confidence,” she said.  

Fond Reflections  

Musical JourneysMusical Journeys

The Seaford School District music department consists of 10 experienced music 
teachers who lead students in general music, instrumental and vocal instruction. 

Dr. Anthony Romeo – High school band
Christopher Coniglio – High school band, middle school general music

Yvonne Bendzlowicz – High school chorus
Nick Coacci – Middle school band and general music

Barbara Sherwin – Middle school band
Amanda Ferguson –Middle school chorus and general music

Pam Brinkman – Harbor Elementary chorus and general music
Charlotte Loake – Harbor Elementary band

Rich Adams – Manor Elementary chorus and general music
Dan Krueger – Manor Elementary band, middle school general music

Seaford’s Music Staff

With talented StudentS, dedicated teacherS

Music Program Shines

on their

Seaford High School music students, from left, Raelyn 
Luft, Troy Tyznar, Kaitlyn Ludden, Karl Leudesdorff 
and Angela Dean have benefited from Seaford’s music 
program. 



Postal Patron Local
Seaford Union Free School District

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. 

POSTAGE PAID
Permit 14

Seaford, NY 11783

Seaford Union Free School District 
Seaford, New York 11783

Board of Education: Stacie Stark, President • Kevin Devlin, Vice President 
Andrea Parisi, Trustee • Natalie Pedisich, Trustee 

Dr. Adele V. Pecora  
Superintendent of Schools

Sign Up for District Email Notifications
If you are a Seaford resident and would like 

district email notifications, please visit the following 
site and follow the directions to sign up:  
https://goo.gl/cPVv59. For assistance, please email 
Fred Kaden at fkaden@seaford.k12.ny.us.
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Notes 

Notice to Residents:
As a reminder to all 

community residents, dogs 
are not permitted on school 
properties. We appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter.

Follow us!
The Seaford School 

District is on Instagram  
@SeafordUFSD

&

athlEtic achiEvEmEnts 
State and county championships marked 

the winter 2022 athletic season at Seaford High 
School. 

After earning five county championships 
in six years, cheerleaders were proud to bring 
home their first state title. With a first-place 
finish in their division at the New York State 
Public High School Athletic Association’s 
cheerleading championship, the team reached 
a longtime goal. This year’s squad was led by 
coach Lisa Ferrari and senior captains Ava 
Albanese, Megan Gilbert, Alysia Loverde, 
Jordan Mahoney and Samantha Scaccia.

The boys and girls bowling teams both won 
county championships, continuing great success 
for a relatively young athletic program. Seaford’s 
bowlers competed at the state tournament, with 
the boys earning fourth place and the girls’ team 
finishing seventh.

Jason Donovan and Nicole Karaman were 
named All-County bowlers, with Nicole also 
receiving the Todd Heimer Scholarship Award.

Senior Anthony Munro, a hurdler on the 
winter track team, was the conference, county 

and Section 8 champion in the 55-meter 
hurdles event. He earned a berth at the state 
tournament, where he placed 11th.

From the wrestling team, senior Vito 
Valentino, juniors Neriel Colon, Jack Godoy 
and Patrick McClernon, sophomore Louis 
Cannata and freshman Brendan Watson were 
invited to the New York State tournament based 
on their high finishes in the Nassau County 
competition. 

sEaford’s Young sciEntists 
attEnd rEsEarch sYmposium 

Three Seaford High School science 
research students were invited to present their 
projects at the annual Long Island Science 
and Engineering Fair on March 8 at the 
Crest Hollow Country Club. Madison Elias, 
Kailly Nocera and Chelsea Russo all attended 
the in-person symposium with their poster 
presentations.

Madison earned second place in the 
Animal and Plant Sciences category, 
questioning if green tea can extend the 

memory for extinction training in the great 
pond snail. Kailly’s project on the movement 
of water and ice on Mars, and the potential 
for habitability, earned her second place in the 
Math, Astronomy and Physics category. She 
also earned the NASA Earth System Science 
Project Award.

 
lions club postEr  
contEst WinnErs

      More than two dozen elementary students 
were recognized in the Seaford Lions Club 
Community Blood Drive 2022 poster contest. 
      Seaford Harbor Elementary School: Ava 
Harrington and Fiona Wong (kindergarten); 
Aarav Kohli and Kenley Owens (first grade); 
Charlie Herbert and Jack Hunter (second 
grade); Alexa Miller and Annabelle Ostipwko 
(third grade); Emma Bremen, Samantha Juan 
and Sophia Saracco (fourth grade); Jackie Chan 
and Leah Conklin (fifth grade). 
      Seaford Manor Elementary School: Brooke 
Kuitwaard, Adalie Mathewson and Lilianna 
Quinn (kindergarten); Harper Garcia, Alman 
Lakhani and Charlie Schaefer (first grade); Jake 
Conner, Blake DiFondi and Ashley Motroni 
(second grade); Adam Gomez, Alessandra 
Maresca and Juliana Parisi (third grade); Chloe 
Callinan, Devin Tricoli and Anna Whidden 
(fourth grade); and Julia Frongillo, Samantha 
Richardson and Henry Terjesen (fifth grade). 


