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AFTER-SCHOOL 
CLUBS

Several Seaford High 
School clubs have been 
up and running since the 
start of the year such as the 
National Honor Society 
and Student Government. 
Over time, more clubs 
have returned, including 
Best Buddies, Mural Club, 
Radio Club and Students 
Against Destructive 
Decisions. Most groups 
meet in person but also 
have a virtual option so 
fully remote students can 
also participate.   

The National Honor 
Society has maintained its 
commitment to service 
activities. Recognizing that 

residents of nursing homes 
could not have visitors for 
several months, students 
wrote cards and created 
video messages for residents 
of the Meadowbrook Care 
Center in Freeport. 

The honor society 
also runs a peer tutoring 
program, with sessions 
held either virtually or in 
person. Senior Joe Abbate, 
who pairs the students 
together, said they have 
more than 60 available 
tutors who work with both 
high school and middle 
school students. 

The high school’s Radio 
Club meets once a week 
to put together a podcast, 
talking about issues of 

interest to teenagers. They 
also play music for the 
cafeterias from the nearby 
radio room. Students 
say that in addition to 
learning new technology, 
it helps improve their 
communication and public 
speaking skills. 

“Shrek” will be this 
year’s Drama Club 
performance in June, 
and students have 
recently begun rehearsing 
for the show. It will 
be livestreamed, with 
potential for a small, in-
person audience, a decision 

Opportunities for students in the Seaford School District have continued to expand throughout the school year while 
maintaining a focus on health and safety during the COVID-19 pandemic. In striving to create a sense of normalcy for 
students, clubs are now meeting at the elementary and secondary levels, and a condensed sports schedule is once again allowing 
Seaford’s athletes to represent their school with pride.     

Teachers have adapted academic programs to continue to provide students with meaningful learning experiences. In music, 
instrumental lessons are held in larger spaces so students can meet social distancing requirements. Special area teachers at the 
elementary level are bringing instruction into the classrooms with creative lessons. One of the keystones of the middle school 
program, exploratory classes, are continuing with some modifications. 
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that will be made closer to 
opening night. 

At Seaford Middle 
School, student clubs were 
shut down for about eight 
months, but resumed in 
November with several 
safety precautions. There 
are a wide variety of clubs in 
which students can explore 
art, culture and science, 
learn a new language, serve 
their community and more.

In the American Sign 
Language Club, students 
have been learning the 
alphabet along with 
greetings and other basic 
words, and are building up 
their vocabulary so they 
can have full conversations. 
Students in the Culture 
Club put together a digital 
newsletter, “Culture 
Corner.” The Robotics Club 
gives students a hands-
on building experience 
as they build robots and 
playing fields for internal 
competitions using Vex 
robotics kits. 

The Service Club recently 
completed a project to make 

more than 100 care packages 
for first responders and 
front-line workers. Students 
wanted to do their part to 
say “thank you” to the men 
and women who have gone 
above and beyond during 
the pandemic and filled 
bags with candy and snacks, 
Chapstick, hand lotion, 
hand sanitizer and small 
toys as well as handwritten 
thank-you cards.

“It’s fun to stay after 
school and interact with 
other people,” said seventh 
grader Alexa Cantore, 
a member of both the 
American Sign Language 
and Service clubs. “Being 
a part of extracurricular 
activities makes me feel 
more accomplished.”

National Junior Honor 
Society members continued 
their preholiday tradition by 
decorating classroom doors 
throughout the middle 
school. 

Elementary clubs 
resumed in March. Several 
teachers at Seaford Harbor 
Elementary School have 

started book clubs with 
limited enrollment. To 
accommodate more 
students, fourth grade book 
club adviser, Kerry Hansen, 
is hosting two sessions. 
The first began in March, 
and students are reading 
“Wishworks, Inc.” by 
Stephanie Tolan. 

Manor Elementary 
School teacher, Katie Haug, 
is running a Technology 
Club for kindergartners and 
first graders, in which they 
explore different apps on 
iPads. Students have learned 
coding on Scratch Jr. and 
made talking pictures on 
Chatterpix Kids. Librarian, 
Samantha Riebling, advises 
the Makerspace Club for 
second and third graders, 
where they tinker with 
different materials to build 
towers, make a marble 
maze and construct Lego 
creations. Dianne Dunn’s 
Physical Education Club 
for fourth and fifth graders 

features hourlong sessions 
with games that adhere to 
COVID-19 safety guidelines 
to encourage physical fitness 
and personal health.

ATHLETICS 
High school sports 

resumed in January with the 
bowling and track and field 
teams returning to action, 
followed soon after by the 
remaining winter sports 
teams. A modified, six-week 
fall season began in March, 
and spring sports will begin 
on April 22. 

Vikings athletes are 
glad to be competing 
again against their peers 
from other high schools. 
The return of sports was 
particularly meaningful 
to seniors, who will get a 
chance to wear the green 
and white one more time.

“I’m happy that we’re 
able to play this year,” said 
Niki Kassimatis, a member 
of the girls’ soccer team. “I 

missed being around my 
teammates and representing 
my school.”

Ryan McClernon’s last 
time competing was during 
the 2020 winter track 
and field season, before 
everything shut down. He 
returned to the winter track 
team in January, followed 
by cross-country in the fall 
sports season.

“Seaford had a really 
good cross-country team 
last year, and I’m glad to 
help bring it back,” he said. 
“I’m glad that I can see all 
of my coaches and the other 
members of my team.”

The District 
implemented COVID-19 
testing for athletes in high-
risk sports. It also adopted a 
spectator policy permitting 
two guests per student-
athlete along with social 
distancing requirements and 
a mask mandate.  

IN THE CLASSROOM
Special area classes at the 

elementary level, including 
art, library and music, have 

been held in classrooms 
this year, bringing materials 
from room to room on 
carts. Physical education 
teachers have also modified 
lessons to allow for social 
distancing.  

Harbor music teacher, 
Pam Brinkman, said she 
has been focusing on 
lessons that incorporate 
movement, so students can 
dance along to songs next 
to their desks. Art teacher, 
Christine Donnelly, has 
created projects based on 
the supplies students readily 
have in their desks, such as 
crayons, glue sticks, pencils 
and scissors, and provides 
them with blank paper. 

Instrumental music 
teachers use larger spaces 
for small group lessons, as 
students must be spaced 
at least 12 feet apart. At 
Seaford High School, 
those lessons are held in 
the auditorium, while the 
cafeteria at the middle 
school has been split in half 
to serve as two large music 
rooms. 

Exploratory classes 
remain a part of the 
schedule at Seaford Middle 
School, where students 
take a different class each 
quarter. Subjects include 
architecture, chess, food 
and nutrition, and reading 
roundtable. In Jennifer 
McCrystal’s Educational 
Technology class, students 
learn about different digital 
resources they can use 
throughout their other 
academic subjects. Students 
in Michael Burns’ chess class 
play each other online.  

SPECIAL EVENTS
Many traditional 

activities that students 
look forward to each 
year have remained. 
Manor’s International 
Week continued, but 
many activities were held 
virtually. Students’ family 
members participated 
in videoconferences to 
speak about the countries 
they or their ancestors 
hail from, including 

Colombia, Guatemala and 
the Philippines. In their 
art classes with teacher 
Jamie LaSota, third graders 
painted cherry blossom trees 
on rice paper, while fourth 
and fifth graders created 
pieces based on traditional 
meals in their families.

Seaford High School’s 
spirit week in November 
was an enthusiastic display 
of Seaford pride. Typically 
a competition among the 
four grades, this year the 
juniors teamed up with 
the sophomores and the 
seniors with the freshmen. 
Students could earn points 
for their teams by dressing 
up for the theme days, 
which included angels and 
devils, bikers and surfers, 
and heroes and villains. 
The week culminated with 
Seaford Pride Day, as ninth 
and 12th graders wore green 
and 10th and 11th graders 
came clad in white. A spring 
spirit week will be planned 
for May.
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Manor K-1 Technology Club
Movement in music lesson at Seaford Harbor Elementary School. Seaford Middle School Reading Roundtable exploratory class.

Niki Kassimatis
Ryan McClernon
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SuStainablE librarian 
Seaford High 

School librarian, 
Joanna McCloskey, 
became the first 
school librarian in 
the state to complete 
the Sustainable 
Library Certification 
Program through 
the New York Library Association. Librarians 
receiving the sustainable library certification 
have demonstrated leadership in program 
and service design with a critical eye towards 
environmental stewardship, economic 
feasibility and social equity.

In Seaford, Ms. McCloskey is the 
District’s library liaison. In that role, she 
connects with other school librarians 
throughout Nassau County. She will be 
recognized at New York Library Association’s 
annual conference in November. 

lionS club PoStEr contESt
More than two dozen elementary 

students were recognized in the Seaford 
Lions Club Community Blood Drive 2021 
poster contest. 

Seaford Harbor School, in place order by 
grade: Kenley Owens and Michael Strong 
(kindergarten), Jocelyn Conway (first grade), 
Lucas Matos and Grant Conway (second 
grade), Mila Rogdakis and Gianna Philpitt 
(third grade), Leah Conklin, Marissa Poarch 
and Claire Branch (fourth grade) and Brock 
Conway, Catie Clasen and Isabella Matos 
(fifth grade).

Seaford Manor School, in place order by 
grade: Harper Garcia and Harrison Rainey 

(kindergarten), Jake Conner and Ashley 
Motroni (first grade), Madison Rainey and 
Meghan Feil (second grade), Devin Tricoli 
and Brielle Garcia (third grade), Kara Hoehn 
and Julia Frongillo (fourth grade) and Riley 
Stovall and Jaelene Munoz (fifth grade).

NEW HS PRINCIPAL NAMED
Nicole Schnabel has been appointed as 

the new Principal of Seaford High School, 
effective July 1. Ms. Schnabel has served for 
the last four years as Assistant Principal. She 
will become the 11th 
principal since Seaford 
High School opened 
in 1958.

During her time 
as assistant principal, 
Ms. Schnabel has 
served as liaison to the 
art, English and math 
departments, chaired 
the school safety committee and launched 
the @seafordhspride Instagram and Twitter 
accounts.

SciEncE rESEarch  
StudEntS PubliShEd

Two students from Seaford High School’s 
Science Research program recently had their 
work published in the Journal of Emerging 
Investigators. The online magazine is 
dedicated to publishing research by middle 
school and high school students.

Marissa McCandless – “The effect of the 
consumption of the probiotic B. infantis on 
ethanol withdrawal symptoms in planaria.”

Madison Elias – “Can Green Tea Alleviate 
the Effects of Stress Related to Learning 

and Long-Term Memory in the Great Pond 
Snail?”

MuSic rEcognition
     For the second straight year, the Seaford 
School District was named one of the Best 
Communities for Music Education from the 
National Association for Music Merchants 
Foundation. Seaford was one of 686 school 
districts in the United States to be recognized 
this year for its music education program. 

SPElling bEE WinnErS  
     Fourth and fifth graders at the Harbor 
and Manor elementary schools took part 
in classroom spelling bees, with the winner 
from each class advancing to schoolwide 
matches. 
     Fourth grader 
Ryleigh Semple-
Germano emerged as 
the winner at Harbor 
after correctly spelling 
“goofy.” The other 
participants in the 
finale were fourth graders Lily Boyon, Dylan 
Herbert and James Rotolo, and fifth graders 
Amanda Bennici, Derek Burke, Brock 
Conway and Brandon Siegel. 
     At Manor, fourth 
grader Valentina 
Orleman won with 
“remember.” Other 
classroom winners 
participating in the 
final round were 
fourth graders Brennan Ferraro, Liam Fox, 
James Frank and Samantha Richardson, 
and fifth graders Madelyn Burgess, Roran 
Cassidy and Nicole Krupka. 


