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Preparing Students for a
Technological Society

From kindergartners
to soon-to-be graduates,
today’s learners are
surrounded by technology
in all aspects of their
lives. The Seaford School
District is committed to
preparing its students for
success in an increasingly
technological world,
and has created learning
environments that are
infused with resources that
allow students to become
more engaged in their
education.
All classrooms are
outfitted with interactive
projectors/whiteboards and
buildings have full wireless
accessibility.
This year, Seaford
introduced the Personalized
Digital Learning Initiative
which provided HP laptops
to sixth-, seventh-, ninthand tenth-graders that can
be used both in school

and at home, along with
classroom sets for fifthgraders. The devices use the
Office 365 platform, which
includes the Microsoft
Office suite.
The laptops were
carefully selected by the
District’s Technology
Steering Committee, which
evaluated both hardware
and software options. Next
year, the initiative will be
expanded to provide takehome devices to students
in grades 6-8 and 9-11,
as well as laptop carts at
the elementary schools
for grade four. This is in
addition to iPads being
used in grades K-3. The
following year, all students
in the middle and high
schools will have personal
devices.
The District uses
the SAMR model
– Substitution,

Augmentation,
Modification and
Redefinition – which
categorizes four different
degrees of classroom
technology integration.
Teachers work closely with
Tom Lynch, the Executive
Director for Instructional
Technology and STEM.
The position was added
this year to support the
implementation of the
Personalized Digital

Learning Initiative
and expand the use of
technology.
Mr. Lynch explained
that the laptops are being
used across all subject areas.
Students can write an essay
in English, prepare a lab
report in science, look up
historical information in
social studies, play games
that review mathematical
concepts or take a personal
health assessment
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in physical education. Fifth-graders are
improving their keyboarding skills and
creating presentations using Sway.
“It’s definitely a good tool to
enhance the instruction,” said middle
school math teacher Lisa Jones, who
provides a wealth of math resources
on her teacher webpage that students
can easily access from their laptops.
With the take-home devices,
students can access their classroom
notes on OneNote, share documents
with each other in collaborative
projects and communicate with their
teachers outside of school hours for
academic support. Padlet allows them
to type their responses to a question,
which then appear on the interactive
whiteboard and prompt classroom
discussions. Teachers use Smore to
create simple published documents to
share information with students and
parents in an aesthetically pleasing
manner.
“The teachers and the students
have been very receptive to the
implementation of the Personalized
Digital Learning Initiative,” Mr.
Lynch said. “It is important to make
sure the laptops are effective tools that
get students engaged in the learning
process.”
Ninth-graders, Peter Koubiadis
and Rayann Ramoutar, discussed
the benefits of having their own
devices, such as having ready access
to information when they need to
do research for a class assignment.
They also said that it gets them more
familiar with technology and builds
skills necessary for success after high
school.
In December, students participated
in the Hour of Code, a technology-

based experience that introduces
them to computer programming. At
the elementary and middle school
level, they used Code.org’s Dance
Party. Students used drag-and-drop
code to create their dancers, select the
music and choose the dance moves.
Seaford Middle School computer
science teacher Lauren Thompsen
said the activity gave students a
basic introduction to coding while
preparing them for more advanced
computer science and robotics
classes. The high school had software
engineers and project managers from
Microsoft and Clever Devices speak
to students about careers in the
industry.

Seaford High School’s extensive
technology department includes
traditional shop courses such as car
care, electricity and woodworking;
high-tech courses in computeraided drafting, digital photography
and robotics; and theory courses
in principles of engineering and
transportation systems. In addition
to meeting their full-year technology
requirement at the middle school
with a half-year of shop and half-year
of robotics, students can enroll in
several technology-based exploratory
courses such as broadcasting,
computer animation and computer
game design.

“The teachers and the students have been
very receptive to the implementation of the
Personalized Digital Learning Initiative. It
is important to make sure the laptops are
effective tools that get students engaged in
the learning process.”
— Tom Lynch, Executive Director for Instructional
Technology and STEM

Blue Star Recognition
Seaford High School has once again been named a
Blue Star School by the W!se organization for its strong
financial literacy curriculum. The school was recognized
for student success on the culminating exam. Social studies
teachers have been dedicated to this curriculum for many
years, offering lessons focusing on banking, budgeting,
credit, portfolio diversification, investing and planning for
college.

All-County Musicians
More than three dozen student-musicians represented
the District at the Nassau County Music Educators
Association’s All-County music festival in January.
Concerts were held at the Tilles Center at LIU Post.
Representatives from Seaford High School include
Angela Dean, Liam McDonald, Edona Mehmeti and
Mary Pecoraro (band), Gabriella Philipp (chorus), and
Nelson Castilla, Carly Corsitto, Ryan Demino, Hailey
Galison, Meredith Muirhead and Emily Stark (mixed
chorus).
Fifteen students from Seaford Middle School were
chosen for All-County ensembles including Sofia Perez
and Emily Salce (band); Gabriella Barnjak, Paulina
Barnjak, Sophia Barnjak, Kieran Calderaro, Mia Foor,
Isabella Gerace, Angelina La Volpe, Raelyn Luft, Natalie
Masters, Melissa Phieffer, Mary Saporito and Faith
Schaefer (chorus); and Elizabeth Wingert (orchestra).
Fifth-graders include Madelyn Boyon (band) and
Cameron Calderaro, Mia Leggio and Michael Spinella
(chorus) from Seaford Harbor Elementary School, and
Anthony Troisi (band) and Michelle Evangelista, Kiera
Lukas, Katie Padavan and Camryn Sainsbury (chorus)
from Seaford Manor Elementary School.

Seaford’s Got Talent
Seaford Middle School hosted its annual Seaford’s
Got Talent competition on December 6th. It featured
21 students in 16 acts, including cheerleading and dance
routines, and instrumental and vocal performances. The
winner of the competition was Faith Schaefer for her
solo vocal performance of “A Million Dreams.” The first
runner-up was Dylan Wong on the drums and the second
runner-up was dancer Ava Caruso.
Athletes Commit
Five student-athletes from Seaford High School signed
their national letters of intent during a ceremony on
November 28th. They were joined by administrators,
coaches, guidance counselors and family members. The
future college athletes include Seaford girls lacrosse
teammates Gina Toscano (LIU Post) and Caitlin Costello
(New York Institute of Technology), boys lacrosse player
Trey Connolly (Molloy College), boys soccer player Max
Pedone (Penn State Altoona) and softball player Julie
Hilcken (Cornell University).

Soccer Coach of the Year
Ken Botti, the Varsity Girls
Soccer coach at Seaford High
School, was named the Coach
of the Year in Conference AB5
by the Nassau County Girls
Soccer Coaches Association.
He has been the varsity coach
for the past four years and
led this year’s team to a 7-2-1
conference record. The 1999
Seaford High School graduate
played three years for the Boys Varsity team. He is a
physical education teacher at Seaford Manor Elementary
School and Seaford Middle School.
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Robotics Program
Continues to Grow

Robotics has become an
integral part of the technology
department in Seaford, with
courses offered at the middle
school and high school as well as
a competitive robotics team.
All Seaford students are
introduced to the topic in
eighth grade, with a technology
curriculum that includes a
half-year of traditional shop
class and a half-year of robotics.
Students use Vex IQ kits to
build robots and participate in
classroom competitions. One
challenge requires students to
use their robots to stack cubes,
with different amounts of points
awarded based on where and how
high the cubes are placed.
Technology teacher,
Brian Heyanka, said that the
students learn engineering and
programming skills, as well

as how robots interface with
computers. In addition to
numerous team-based building
projects, students make realworld connections by watching
videos about the many ways in
which robots are used in society.
“Robotics is a growing field
and there are so many wonderful
career opportunities,” Mr.
Heyanka said. “The class not
only opens their eyes to these
possibilities, but teaches them
problem-solving and critical
thinking skills they need in all
aspects of their lives.”
Seaford High School offers a
half-year introductory robotics
course which focuses on the
components of a robot and the
engineering process. Through
hands-on inquiry, students tinker
with electronics, gears, motors
and pneumatics while gaining

experience with programming
software. In a full-year, upperlevel robotics course, students
use advanced technology such
as computer-assisted drawing
software and 3D printing to
build prototypes for a robot.
The high school’s robotics
team participates in the SchoolBusiness Partnerships of Long
Island’s First Robotics Regional
Competition each April against
teams from all over Long Island
and even other states and
countries. Every year the robot
must complete a certain task.
Students begin building right
after the holiday break and will
work for about six weeks.
Team members, Joseph

Abbate, Lauren King and Josiah
Perretti, noted an exciting aspect
of the competition is getting
to meet students from other
schools who are interested in
robotics and seeing the different
designs. They explained the
importance of collaboration
and communication, because
everyone has an equally
important role on the team, from
the builders to the programmers
to the drivers.
The robotics team also shares
its creations with the community.
Students showcased their T-shirt
cannon robot at the 2018
homecoming celebration and
demonstrated their robot at the
elementary schools.

Sign Up for District Email Notifications
If you are a Seaford resident and would like district email
notifications, please visit the following site and follow the
directions to sign up, https://goo.gl/cPVv59.
If you require assistance, please email Tom Lynch at
tlynch1@seaford.k12.ny.us.

